
 

 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL - DETROIT 

Camp Handbook 2017 
 

Dear Camper and Parent/Guardian: 

 

Welcome to the Michigan State University Community Music School-Detroit! We welcome you to 

music camp and hope you will have a rewarding experience. 

 

The following pages are designed to give you vital information that will help you be a successful 

camper! Please do not hesitate to ask questions if you do not understand something printed in this 

handbook.  

 

Categories found in this handbook: 

 

A. Classroom expectations/attendance and tardy policies 

B. Performance expectations 

C. Uniforms 

D. Concert 

E. Etiquette 

 

A. CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS/ATTENDANCE and TARDY POLICIES 
 

Prior to the official starting time of the class, you should make every effort to do the following: 

 

1. Arrive ready with your instrument, music, accessories (such as mutes, valve oil, extra reeds, 

headphones for piano students) and a sharpened pencil. Be seated on time and ready for the first 

rehearsal each day. 

 

2. Warm up by playing long tones, scales, or rhythms (for percussionists) on your instrument.  

 

3. Make sure you practice, practice, practice at home! This will ensure that the band rehearsals will 

run smoothly and effectively! Practice is the required fuel to move a player to a higher level of 

musical achievement. Setting aside a time for daily practice will not only improve your musical 

abilities, but also develop within you a lifestyle of consistency, self-discipline and patience today 

and in the future.  

 

By Friday’s concert, you will be more than ready to share your talents with the audience! 

Remember, we only have a week so let’s use it wisely! 

 



Once class begins, please follow these guidelines: 

 

1. Pay close attention to the director/teacher during rehearsals, even if you or your section are 

not being addressed specifically. You can learn something valuable! 

2. Stay on task and focus! 

3. Limit talking during rehearsals and classes. 

4. Try to play to the best of your ability. Effort is everything.  

 

General rules: 

 

1. There is no gum, candy, food or beverages allowed in rehearsals/classrooms. 

2. No hats are allowed to be worn in the building (school policy). 

 

Tardy Policy 

 

As the saying goes, “If you’re on time, you’re late,” so arrive early and come prepared.  

Tardiness can cause you to miss important materials and can be distracting for others.   

 

Attendance Policy 

 

Attendance every day at AMP Camp is vital to the success of your experience and of the ensemble. 

When you are absent, you miss important information and the opportunity to improve your playing 

with the ensemble. If you must miss a day, please make sure that your parent/guardian notifies Ms. 

Jessica Clements at 313-578-9716. If you have to be absent, it is your responsibility to find out what 

you have missed. Frequent absences could affect how well you perform with your fellow members of 

the band/ensemble.  

 

B. PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS 

 

Students enrolled in AMP Camp are expected to be a part of all the planned activities for the week. 

These activities will not only cause you to grow as an aspiring musician, but will also be beneficial for 

the success of your concert on Friday, June 26
th

. Therefore, make sure you pay close attention to 

everything your instructors teach you. Become like a sponge and soak everything up!  

 

C. UNIFORMS 
 

You will be given a camp T-shirt to wear for the final concert. You may wear nice jeans, pants or shorts 

and gym shoes with the shirt. Please come dressed on Friday, June 26
th

 in this attire.  

 

D. CONCERT 
 

The concert will be held on June 26
th

 in Rooms 230 A & B of the MSU Detroit Center, located on the  



second floor of the building. The concert will start promptly at 3:00 PM. Please invite all of your family 

and friends to the concert for support! The concert will conclude by 4pm. 

 

E. ETIQUETTE 
 

• WHAT TO BRING: To stress this again, it is very important that you REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR 

INSTRUMENT TO BAND CAMP EVERYDAY along with a pencil. Furthermore, please remember all 

musical accessories (i.e. reeds, mouthpieces, cleaning supplies, straps, etc.). We will have some 

materials for sale in case of an emergency.  

 

• WHAT TO WEAR: We recommend that you wear comfortable, casual clothing, but please DO NOT 

wear flip flops during the AMP Camp week so that we can decrease our chances of any accidents 

occurring in the building.   

 

• Getting from here to there: It is essential that you are on time or early to rehearsals, sectionals and 

classes.  Your teachers only have one week to work with you and they want to share all they can. 

When changing activities, move quickly and quietly.  

 

• To and from lunch: This is a much anticipated activity of the day but here is the deal: Your 

instructor or coach will lead you to the area where we will eat. Make sure you walk with them for 

your safety. Please make sure you clean up after yourself as well!  

 

• The bathroom: Here is an area that requires some thinking ahead. You need to use the bathrooms 

between activities so you do not disrupt the flow of rehearsals, classes and sectionals. During 

lunch, plan to eat first then use the bathroom if needed.  In case of an emergency during 

instructional time, please raise your hand ask your instructor if you may be excused.  

 

• Classes, sectionals and rehearsals: One rule applies. Respect. Respect your instructors and their 

directions, respect all CMS-D staff and faculty, respect your fellow band members, respect each 

other’s space, respect each other’s efforts and comments, and respect the rooms you are in and 

the equipment you are privileged to use. Respect yourself by being prepared. Remember, you will 

be treated respectfully, so please return the favor! 

 

• Instrument storage: Make sure that you know where your instrument is at all times. When not 

playing your instrument, you may store it in the room where you have sectionals.  

 

• Your Name Tag: Don’t lose this tag!  It lets us know who you are, so make sure you keep it pinned 

to your clothing. You must pick up your nametag in the morning when you sign-in and turn it in 

before you leave the building each day.     

 

 

Enjoy an exciting and fun week of building new relationships, learning and music! 

 



Please contact the office at (313) 578-9716 with any questions or concerns! 

 

FUN FACTS: Did You Know?! 

MUSIC IS MATHEMATICAL 

It is rhythmically based on the subdivision of time into fractions, which must be done instantaneously, 

not worked out on paper. 

MUSIC IS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

Most of the terms are in Italian, German, or French; and the notation is not English but a highly 

developed kind of shorthand that uses symbols to represent ideas. The semantics of music is a universal 

language. 

MUSIC IS HISTORY 

Music usually reflects the environment and times of its creation, often even the country and/or feelings 

about different cultural experiences. 

MUSIC IS PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Music requires fantastic coordination of fingers, hands, arms, lip, cheek and facial muscles, in addition 

to extraordinary control of the diaphragm, back, stomach and chest muscles, which respond instantly 

to the sound the ear hears and the mind interprets. 

MUSIC is all of these things, but most of all, music is ART. It allows a human being to take all these dry, 

technically boring, but difficult techniques and uses them to create emotion. Emotions and feelings that 

cannot be duplicated by science.  


